
Apply Missouri 2015:  
Helping Missouri’s students apply to college 



What is Apply Missouri? 
• Formerly known as Missouri 

College Application Week 
• Part of American College 

Application Campaign, 
supported by the American 
Council on Education 

• College admissions activities 
during the school day in 
September or October 

• http://dhe.mo.gov/ppc/applymissouri.php  

 

http://dhe.mo.gov/ppc/applymissouri.php


Why is this program important? 

• Focuses on first-generation students 
• Promotes college-going culture 
• Admissions offices communicate with students 

who apply in the fall an average of five times 
– Institutional aid deadlines 
– On campus housing announcements 
– These communications keep students on track 

• 70% of 2012 students matriculated 
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MCAW data 

Fall 2014 
• 55 high schools 

– 9,464 seniors 
– 2,871 seniors 

applied 
• 30.34% 

– 4,656 applications 
• 1.62 applications 

per student 
 

2013 pilot 
• 26 high schools 

– 5,449 seniors 
– 3,776 participated 
– 2,017 seniors 

applied 
• 36.92% 



2014 National ACAC 

• 4,123 participating high schools 
• 50 states 
• 252,000 students served 





Apply Missouri Guidebook 
• Early summer 

– http://dhe.mo.gov/ppc/apply
missouriguidebook.php    

• Materials: 
– Checklists and tasks 
– Fillable templates 
– College fit worksheet 
– Student admissions 

worksheet 
– Missouri school list 
– Much more! 

http://dhe.mo.gov/ppc/applymissouriguidebook.php
http://dhe.mo.gov/ppc/applymissouriguidebook.php


Spring 2015 Checklist 
Build a school-wide Apply Missouri planning 

team 
• Determine your Apply Missouri timeframe 
• Determine which activities to offer 
• Create a draft schedule 

Add activities to your school’s calendar 
Reserve space for your Apply Missouri 

activities 
Obtain any necessary permissions 



Apply Missouri Activity Ideas 
1. Admission application lab 

(mandatory) 
2. Kick-off assembly 
3. Class assignments 
4. College fair 
5. College t-shirt day 
6. Daily announcements, 

contests 
7. Parent/teacher conferences 
8. Counseling students on “fit” 

 

9. Helping students apply for 
an ACT or SAT test 

10. Military/ROTC workshop 
11. College prep panel 
12. Gathering student videos 

and feedback 
13. “I applied” celebration 
14. For more ideas, visit 

http://dhe.mo.gov/ppc/students/documents/

SiteCoordGuidebook.2014.FINAL.pdf  

http://dhe.mo.gov/ppc/students/documents/SiteCoordGuidebook.2014.FINAL.pdf
http://dhe.mo.gov/ppc/students/documents/SiteCoordGuidebook.2014.FINAL.pdf


Activity Potential volunteers Calendar? Reserve space? 

Kick-off assembly Outside speakers Yes Yes 

Class assignments Teachers No No 

Application lab College access professionals, college academic 
advisors, guidance counselors Yes Yes 

College fair Bus driver if fair is off-site Yes Maybe 

College t-shirt day Counselors, teachers, staff Yes No 

First Generation film Staff or teacher to moderate film Yes Yes 

Daily contests Office staff No No 

Parent-teacher conf Staff for an information Apply Missouri table Yes Yes 

Counseling students College access professionals, college academic 
advisors, guidance counselors Yes Yes 

ACT test registration Counselors, teachers, or staff No Yes 

ROTC workshop Outside speakers Yes Yes 

College prep panel Seniors who applied early; college advisors Yes Yes 

Student selfies Students or teachers from media classes No No 

“I Applied” celebration Photography or journalism students Yes Yes 



Sample Apply MO Schedule 
• Monday, October 5 

– 8:45-9:45 Kick-off assembly in gym 
• Distribute College Portfolios & Journey to College senior year magnets 
• Explain how Apply Missouri will work 

– 10:00-3:00 Senior English classes admissions essays 

• Tuesday, October 6 
– 8:15 Morning announcements to include college trivia 
– 10:00-3:00 Senior English classes admissions essays 
– 1:00-3:00 Individual college fit counseling 

• Use the College Fit Worksheet, available soon at 
http://dhe.mo.gov/ppc/applymissouriguidebook.php  

• Distribute Apply Missouri promotional items 

http://dhe.mo.gov/ppc/applymissouriguidebook.php


Sample Apply MO Schedule 
• Wednesday, October 7 

– 8:15 Morning announcements to include college trivia 
– 8:45-3:00 Individual college fit counseling 

• Use the College Fit Worksheet, available soon at 
http://dhe.mo.gov/ppc/applymissouriguidebook.php 

• Distribute Apply Missouri promotional items 

– 11:20-12:40 Promotional/informational table in cafeteria 
• Distribute Apply Missouri flyers, available soon at 

http://dhe.mo.gov/ppc/applymissouri.php   
• Distribute Apply Missouri promotional items 

http://dhe.mo.gov/ppc/applymissouriguidebook.php
http://dhe.mo.gov/ppc/applymissouri.php


Sample Apply MO Schedule 
• Thursday, October 8 

– 8:45-3:00 Submitting applications in computer lab 
• Students sign-in and sign out to track data 

– Applications submitted and to which schools 

• Distribute FAFSA Frenzy promotional items and leaflets to students 
who’ve submitted at least one application 

• Friday, October 9 
– 8:45-12:15 Submitting applications in computer lab 

• Students sign-in and sign out to track data 
– Applications submitted and to which schools 

• Distribute FAFSA Frenzy promotional items and leaflets to students 
who’ve submitted at least one application 

– 1:45-3:00 “I applied” celebration and tailgate party 
• Play College BINGO; use BINGO cards for prize drawing 



Tasks for Summer 
• Sign and return the Apply Missouri 

Memorandum of Understanding 
• Order your supplies and promo items 

– https://web.dhe.mo.gov/dhe/forms/publications/puborderform1.faces 

– Select “Apply Missouri site coordinator” user type 
– Items include FAFSA Frenzy promotional materials 
– Some items have limited quantities 

• For unlimited items, order enough for all your seniors 

– Indicate a “Date Needed” 
• School must be open and able to receive deliveries 

https://web.dhe.mo.gov/dhe/forms/publications/puborderform1.faces












Tasks for August-September 
• Sign and return the Apply Missouri 

Memorandum of Understanding 
• Site coordinator conference calls  
• Promote Apply Missouri 

– Hang your banner 
– School announcement/event screens 
– Social media posts 
– Phone and/or text message reminders 
– Online school calendar 
– School newspaper 



Questions may be directed to: 
• julie.meyer@dhe.mo.gov 
• lisa.wilson@dhe.mo.gov 
• kim.howe@dhe.mo.gov 
• penny.thomas@dhe.mo.gov   

mailto:julie.meyer@dhe.mo.gov
mailto:lisa.wilson@dhe.mo.gov
mailto:kim.howe@dhe.mo.gov
mailto:penny.thomas@dhe.mo.gov
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