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Important Dates to Remember

March 22: Late registration deadline for April 13 ACT 

April 1: FAFSA deadline for Access Missouri Financial Assistance Program

April 5: Registration deadline for May 4 SAT
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http://www.actstudent.org/regist/dates.html
http://www.dhe.mo.gov/ppc/grants/accessmo.php
http://sat.collegeboard.org/register/sat-us-dates


College Students

•	 Watch for an email notice indicating your Student Aid Report (SAR) is ready. The SAR contains 
important information about student aid:

		  o   It summarizes the information you provided when you completed the Free Application 		
		       for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA).

		  o   It includes your Expected Family Contribution (EFC), which colleges use to determine 		
		       your financial aid package.

•	 Review your SAR for errors and make any necessary corrections. Keep a copy of your corrections. For 	
	 advice on how to correct eight common FAFSA errors, visit the College Up blog.

•	 Submit your FAFSA if you haven’t already done so. You can complete the FAFSA online at www.	 	
	 fafsa.gov. Remember, your FAFSA must be filed by April 1to be considered for the Access Missouri 	
	 Financial Assistance program. 

•	 If you are between 17 and 22 years old and have a parent that was seriously injured or killed in 	 	
	 work-related accident compensable by worker’s compensation, you may be eligible for the Kids’ 		
	 Chance Scholarship program.

	 To apply, you must have your FAFSA on file and submit a completed scholarship application to Kids’ 	
	 Chance Inc. of Missouri by April 30. You may obtain an application at www.mokidschance.org.

•	 Visit the MDHE’s website to learn more about the Advanced Placement Incentive Grant, a new 		
	 program created for students who scored well on advanced placement exams in math and science while 	
	 attending a Missouri public high school.

•	 Check out the MDHE’s student portal, where you can access information about how to prepare and 	
	 pay for college. If the MDHE has received your FAFSA and/or ACT or SAT information you 	 	
	 may also be able to review your eligibility for several state student financial aid programs, as well as 		
	 your payment history for those programs.  You will need a Microsoft Live ID to sign in to the portal.

High School Seniors 

•	 Submit your Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) if you haven’t done so already. 
You can complete the FAFSA online at www.fafsa.gov. Remember, your FAFSA must be filed by 
April 1 to be considered for the Access Missouri Financial Assistance program.
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http://www.fafsa.gov/
http://www.fafsa.gov/
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http://www.dhe.mo.gov/ppc/grants/advancedplacement.php
https://web.dhe.mo.gov/dhe/famous/portal/splogin.faces
http://www.fafsa.gov/
http://www.fafsa.gov/
http://www.dhe.mo.gov/ppc/grants/accessmo.php


o	 Please note the address above. The site www.fafsa.com is the home page for a preparation and 	
	 filing service that charges a fee. You should not have to pay to apply for any federal or state 	 	
	 financial aid.

•	 After filing your FAFSA, watch for notification that your Student Aid Report (SAR) is available. Your 
SAR will tell you your Expected Family Contribution, or EFC, which is used to determine if you are 
eligible for some financial assistance programs. Be sure to check the information in your SAR carefully 
and make any necessary corrections. For advice on how to correct eight common FAFSA errors, visit 
the College Up blog.

•	 Ask your school counselor about Advanced Placement (AP) exams offered for college credit. Contact 
the college you plan to attend to find out what score is required to receive the college credit.

•	 Visit the MDHE’s website to learn more about the Advanced Placement Incentive Grant, a new 
program created for students who score well on advanced placement exams in math and science while 
attending a Missouri public high school.

•	 If you are between 17 and 22 years old and have a parent that was seriously injured or killed in a work-
related accident compensable by worker’s compensation, you may be eligible for the Kids’ Chance 
Scholarship program.

To apply, you must have your FAFSA on file and submit a completed scholarship application to Kids’ 
Chance Inc., of Missouri by April 30. You may obtain an application at www.mokidschance.org.

	
•	 Interested in obtaining the Bright Flight Scholarship? Make plans to take the ACT or SAT again 

if you aren’t satisfied with your score. As a reminder, the students in the class of 2013 must have an 
ACT score of 31 or an SAT critical reading score of 790 and an SAT math score of 780 to be in the 
top three percent for the Bright Flight scholarship. Final award amounts for students in the top three 
percent will be announced in August 2013. Students scoring a 30 on the ACT or between 770 to 789 
on the critical reading section of the SAT and between 760 to 779 on the math section of the SAT will 
qualify in the top fourth and fifth percentiles. Awards for the top fourth and fifth percentiles are not 
likely to be funded for the 2013-2014 college academic year.

•	 Check out the MDHE’s student portal, where you can access information about how to prepare and 
pay for college. If the MDHE has received your FAFSA and/or ACT or SAT information you may 
also be able to review your eligibility for several state student financial aid programs.  You will need a 
Microsoft Live ID to sign in to the portal.
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High School Juniors 

•	 You have to go to high school anyway, so you might as well make it count. The choices you make for 9th 
grade – as well as 10th, 11th, and 12th – will affect the choices you’ll have for the rest of your life. Your 
school counselor, teachers, family and friends will be able to answer many questions about high school, 
life, and education after high school. As you begin your high school enrollment process in the spring, ask 
as many questions as it takes to get the information you need.

•	 Check out the MDHE’s student portal, where you can access information about how to prepare and pay 
for college. You will need a Microsoft Live ID to sign in to the portal.

•	 Like the MDHE’s Journey to College page on Facebook, providing an avenue in which to obtain a 
variety of information geared toward future and current college students. If you are interested in planning 
and paying for college, receiving financial aid updates, and learning more about financial literacy, “Like” 
J2C at www.facebook.com.

Nontraditional Students

•	 You should submit your Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) at www.fafsa.gov if you 
haven’t already done so. Nontraditional students may also be eligible to receive Missouri state aid, and the 
federal processor must receive your FAFSA no later than April 1 in order to be considered for the Access 
Missouri Financial Assistance program. While other FAFSA deadlines for state aid may be later, it is 
always good to apply early. 

o	 For advice on how to correct eight common FAFSA errors, visit the College Up blog.

What’s New

•	 The College Board, a leading education nonprofit organization that connects students to college 
success and opportunity, in collaboration with CollegeWeekLive, a leading provider of virtual college 
admissions events, is pleased to announce a series of free online town halls called Destino Universidad 
(Destination: College) designed to help Hispanic students and their families to prepare, pay for and 
successfully complete college.

These online bilingual events will take place on Thursday, March 14, Tuesday, April 16, Wednesday, May 
2, and Wednesday, June 12, and will provide access to college admissions advice through streaming video 
presentations and live chat. The online events will address higher education topics of special relevance to 
Hispanic families who may not have experience with the college application process or may not be aware 
of college financing options. Students and their families are invited to login in to participate.
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If you would like to register for free for Destino Universidad, please visit CollegeWeekLive.

Feature Article
	

Young adults: Avoid these privacy flags
	

By Jason Alderman

Young adults applying for college or preparing to enter the workforce are sometimes shocked to find 
out that certain behaviors that were either tolerated or ignored when they were younger now fall under 
closer scrutiny and could actually hurt their advancement possibilities. Among the biggest culprits are 
oversharing sensitive personal information in public forums and getting extreme tattoos or body art that 
may not yet be fully acceptable in certain work environments.

Red flags. It should be common knowledge that many employers perform online profile searches of job 
or internship candidates. They’ll scour public postings on Facebook, Twitter or YouTube looking for 
inappropriate content like racy photos or videos, racist remarks or evidence of illegal activities that would 
rule out inappropriate candidates.

But many people don’t realize that colleges, insurance companies, law enforcement and government 
agencies sometimes do the same. Thus, an underage student hoping to boost his cool factor by posting 
photos that show him engaging in drinking games could be disqualified for college admission or even 
have his scholarship revoked.

Privacy settings. According to projections by Consumer Reports, roughly 13 million Facebook users have 
never set, or didn’t know about, the site’s privacy tools, and 28 percent share all, or almost all, of their wall 
posts with more than just their friends. It pays to thoroughly read the privacy policies of all sites where 
you’ve registered, including social networks, your bank, retailers, blogs and news sites where you’ve made 
comments, etc.

Email is forever. Deleting an email from your computer doesn’t mean it no longer exists. Chances are your 
email provider – or employer, if sent from work – will retain a record for years to come. Plus, recipients 
won’t necessarily delete the email and may in fact forward it to others.

Haunting photos. Just like emails, photos posted online can live forever. That includes pictures of you 
that someone else posted and tagged with your name. My rule of thumb: If you wouldn’t want your 
grandmother to see it, don’t do it, say it or film it. Also, don’t post photos of your kids that might 
embarrass them or hurt their professional reputation down the road.

Resume lies. It can be tempting to embellish the truth on your resume or during a job interview, but as 
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recent headlines about disgraced executives being fired have shown, these lies can come back to haunt 
you. Employers can easily determine if the degree or past job titles you’re claiming are legitimate. Another 
no-brainer: If your resume is posted online on Monster.com or LinkedIn, make sure there aren’t major 
inconsistencies with the one you submit to prospective employers.

Tattoos. One-fifth of adults have at least one tattoo – the percentages are higher among younger adults. 
A few years ago, job candidates wouldn’t get past the first interview sporting tattoos; today, depending on 
the industry and type of customer contact involved, many employers will look the other way.
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