
 
 

Higher Education Headlines 
July 27, 2015 

 
Note: A link will no longer work for some news stories. Those stories appear at the end of this document, as 

indicated. 

 

Some immigrant students face doubt over Missouri college aid, July 27 

 

Missouri bills on financial aid for some immigrants disputed, July 27 

 

Competency based education could ease hassle, cost of student transfers, July 27 

 

Funding our future, July 27 

 

Advocacy groups attempt to stop tuition spike for undocumented students, July 26 

 

Online ed disrupts campus market, July 26 

 

Missouri immigrant ‘Dreamers’ are still seeking help for in-state tuition fight, July 24 (see story 

below) 

 

A small word change in a Missouri law means huge tuition hikes for some students, July 24 

 

Missouri law can’t block scholarships for undocumented immigrant students, education officials 

say, July 24 (see story below) 

 

Missouri in stalemate over aid to undocumented students, July 24 

 

http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2015/jul/27/missouri-bills-on-financial-aid-for-some-immigrant/
http://fox2now.com/2015/07/27/missouri-bills-on-financial-aid-for-some-immigrants-disputed/
http://www.columbiamissourian.com/opinion/guest_commentaries/guest-commentary-competency-based-education-could-ease-hassle-cost-of/article_da67bb96-3473-11e5-8ff9-6b2af180faaf.html
http://www.marshallnews.com/blogs/report21/entry/63159/
http://www.columbiatribune.com/news/education/advocacy-groups-attempt-to-stop-tuition-spike-for-undocumented-students/article_55ca9d41-cf37-5545-93a9-e510c2f61eed.html
http://www.columbiatribune.com/opinion/oped/coming-to-a-college-or-university-near-you-an-unpleasant/article_c093c86c-c0b1-5eee-9864-0dc56b687654.html
http://www.kansascity.com/news/local/article28671514.html
http://kcur.org/post/small-word-change-missouri-law-means-huge-tuition-hikes-some-students
http://www.kansascity.com/news/government-politics/article28463239.html
http://www.kansascity.com/news/government-politics/article28463239.html
http://www.stltoday.com/news/local/education/missouri-in-stalemate-over-aid-to-undocumented-students/article_73cb1ef5-52cd-5148-8df8-237b3937c0f1.html


Two down, four to go for Nixon, July 23 

 

Legislative committee scrutinizes student aid programs, July 22 

 

Dobbins to serve as president emeritus at Southeast Mo State University, July 22 

 

Burlison: University-supported tax hike would circumvent public oversight, July 22 

 

Missouri gets more than $4 million for AmeriCorps volunteers, July 22 

 

Panel suggests giving students college algebra alternatives, July 22 

 

University of Missouri Press returns to campus, July 22 

 

Governor appoints two to Northwest Board of Regents, July 21 

 

Missouri education department panel suggests doing away with college algebra requirement, 

July 21 

 

Debt protestors target aid officers, July 21 

 

Debt protestors disrupt student-aid group’s parade, July 21 

 

Missouri could offer options to college algebra more relevant to students’ majors, July 21 (see 
story below) 
 
Explore pathway to college, July 20 
 

http://www.newspressnow.com/opinion/editorials/article_a26f081a-1279-5e8d-b192-c102b4f5d834.html
http://www.columbiatribune.com/news/education/legislative-committee-scrutinizes-student-aid-programs/article_4bd9930d-9f8b-5c08-b98e-a6021fba519d.html
http://www.kfvs12.com/story/29611634/dobbins-to-serve-as-president-emeritus-at-southeast-mo-state-university
http://www.news-leader.com/story/opinion/contributors/2015/07/22/burlison-university-supported-tax-hike-circumvent-public-oversight/30530807/
http://www.columbiamissourian.com/news/state_news/missouri-gets-more-than-million-for-americorps-volunteers/article_8548b358-5cd8-50ab-8ba4-2eaa98f821cd.html
http://www.semissourian.com/story/2215361.html
http://www.columbiamissourian.com/news/higher_education/university-of-missouri-press-returns-to-campus/article_2129ed36-2b34-11e5-b0c2-77aa8272960c.html
http://www.newspressnow.com/news/local_news/article_7443612d-5139-57e2-ae49-96dbc933bd6d.html
http://www.therepublic.com/view/story/5936120d5dc7440cb2e924c4a774341c/MO--Algebra-Requirements
http://www.therepublic.com/view/story/5936120d5dc7440cb2e924c4a774341c/MO--Algebra-Requirements
https://www.insidehighered.com/news/2015/07/21/student-debt-protesters-crash-annual-gathering-college-financial-aid-officers?utm_content=buffer15be7&utm_medium=social&utm_source=facebook&utm_campaign=IHEbuffer
http://chronicle.com/article/Debt-Protesters-Disrupt/231771/
http://www.kansascity.com/news/local/article27990673.html
http://www.newspressnow.com/opinion/editorials/article_bd570129-fd7b-51d8-86d8-bc7de6805316.html


 

                       

       

 

                       

                         

                     

   

       

                   

                             

     

                   

                       

       

                 

             

                   

                     

     

                   

                 

                     

   

                         

                   

               

                         

           

                       

                     

                       

                     

                   

   

                 

                   

                   

 

               

                       

                   

             

                       

                   

                       

   

             

               

                     

 

                             

                   

 

                 

           

                     

                 

                           

                   

                       

                   

                           

                           

               

                   

                   

                 

     

                 

                 

                   

           

                 

                     

 

                     

                   

                 

                   

                     

                   

                   

                       

                     

                 

                     

     

                                 

                     

               

                   

               

                     

THE KANSAS CITY STAR  ~ Monday, July 20, 2015 

Missouri could offer options to college algebra more relevant to students’ majors 

By MARÁ ROSE WILLIAMS 

mdwilliams@kcstar.com 

Q: Three English majors pick 70 bushels of apples. If Tyler picks 
twice as many as Taylor but only half as many as Ashley, how 
many college students will wish they didn’t have to pass algebra 
to graduate? 

A: Quite a few. 

In Missouri, roughly half the students who take college algebra 
fail it at least once, and many of them just give up and drop out, 
math professors say. 

That’s why state education officials want to nudge algebra aside 
to make room for other math choices that would speed time to 
graduation for many students. 

A committee appointed by the Missouri Department of Higher 
Education is recommending that two‐ and four‐year public 
schools that require algebra instead give students the option of 
taking a class in statistics or another math subject more relevant 
to their field. 

The department doesn’t have a complete list of schools still 
requiring algebra, but they include some community colleges in 
Kansas City as well as the University of Missouri and Truman 
State University. 

“Ultimately we are not able to tell any institution that they have 
to do this or that,” said Rusty Monhollon, the Missouri 
department’s assistant commissioner for academic affairs. “But I 
do think there is a great deal of support for improving the quality 
of math education in the state.” 

The change would add Missouri to a growing list of states giving 
students an alternative to algebra. In Kansas, where the pass rate 
for college algebra in 2014 was 76 percent, all six state universities 
governed by the Kansas Board of Regents allow students to take 
other math courses to satisfy their degree requirements, a Regents 
spokeswoman said. 

College algebra has been the general education math requirement 
for graduation for decades. For many students, that’s also meant 
sitting through remedial math, or taking algebra two or three 
times. 

Freed from the requirement, students could graduate sooner, 
save money and move Missouri closer to meeting a big goal: State 
educators have pledged that by 2025, 60 percent of working‐age 
Missourians will have a higher education credential. 

To get there, the state will have to increase its annual production 
of four‐year degrees and two‐year certificates by about 2,600 each 
year for the next 10 years, said David Russell, the state’s higher 
education commissioner. 

College algebra has been slowing things down. 

At Metropolitan Community College‐Blue River, the algebra pass 
rate mirrors the national average of about 50 percent for first‐time 
takers. 

“We all have students who come to us and say, ‘I can’t do this. 
I’m terrible at math,’” said MCC‐Blue River math professor Bill 
Morgan. 

Racquel Phillips, who graduated in May with an associate’s 
degree from Metropolitan Community College‐Penn Valley, 
remembers students who had such a difficult time in her college 
algebra class that “they left and never came back.” 

“Even to this day I know people who say, ‘I’m just one math 
class away from graduation. I just have to pass algebra.’” 

Allowing students to take a math course they’ll use on the job 
would improve the pass rate at MCC‐Blue River, Morgan said. 

“If math could be seen as more relevant to a student’s future life, 
it would become less of a barrier to them,” he said. “I really think 
that relevance of the math is the key.” 

Math experts said algebra emerged as the gateway math for 
college because all the math that students are taught from 
elementary school through high school is designed to prepare 
them for algebra. 

“Right now we equate mathematics thinking with algebraic 
thinking, and mathematics is broader than that,” said Northwest 
Missouri State math professor Mary Shepherd, a member of the 
statewide committee reviewing math requirements. “Students 
have been told, ‘You don’t think mathematically,’ because they 
struggle with algebra, but algebra is just one small aspect of 
mathematics.” 

College algebra “is for students going into the STEM fields or 
who plan to take calculus,” said Phoebe McLaughlin, a professor 
of statistics and mathematics at the University of Central 
Missouri in Warrensburg. “We want students to have the math 
course that’s most appropriate for them. I would not call that 
‘dumbed down.’ I call it more applicable to their major.” 

About a decade ago, a group of mathematicians modified the 
traditional college math in an attempt to make it more relevant to 
more students. The modified algebra had a higher pass rate than 
the traditional college algebra, said Michael Pearson, who taught 
college math for 35 years and is director of the Mathematical 
Association of America. 

“But did it take off like wild fire? I would have to say, ‘No, it did 
not,’” Pearson said. Since then, he said, all kinds of approaches 
have been aimed at eliminating the algebra barrier. 

Colleges across the country are engaged in various efforts to 
redesign mathematics pathways, according to the Charles A. 
Dana Center in Austin, Texas, which has worked with schools to 

Missouri State Library Reference Services 9 of 12

mailto:mdwilliams@kcstar.com


 

                 

     

                     

                   

                 

             

                 

               

 

                             

                   

                     

                     

         

                     

                     

                 

                 

   

                   

     

                     

                     

 

                       

 

THE KANSAS CITY STAR  ~ Monday, July 20, 2015 

develop what they call “mathways” to graduation that allow 
more student success. 

In the fall of 2012, the University of Missouri‐Kansas City, which 
offers math options to algebra, began using new technology to 
improve teaching and learning. In spring 2015, the school’s 
algebra pass rate was nearly 87 percent. 

Many state universities in Missouri have added statistics and 
quantitative reasoning as options to their general education 
requirements. 

“I think that’s a good idea as long as they keep the same rigor,” 
said Phillips, who now works in the administration office at 
MCC‐Penn Valley. “I had to change my study skills to get 
through algebra. But I do think that class really helped me 
develop my critical thinking skills.” 

http://www.kansascity.com/news/local/article27990673.html 

MU has been requiring students to pass college algebra or a 
higher level math course for nearly three decades, said Jim Spain, 
vice provost for undergraduate studies. But with the state 
recommendations coming down this month, that may change by 
fall 2016. 

MU faculty members expect this fall to discuss giving students 
other math choices. 

“We just haven’t started those conversations yet,” Spain said. But 
he expects MU “will work diligently to address the state’s new 
recommendations.” 

As for Tyler, the English major with the apples? He picked 20 
bushels. 

Missouri State Library Reference Services 10 of 12
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THE KANSAS CITY STAR  ~ Thursday, July 23, 2015 

Missouri law can’t block scholarships for undocumented immigrant students, education officials 
say 

By MARÁ ROSE WILLIAMS 

mdwilliams@kcstar.com 

Missouri educators say they won’t let language inserted in an 
appropriations bill prevent them from awarding A+ scholarships 
to qualified students. 

In a memo sent Thursday to college presidents, chancellors and 
directors, Missouri Department of Higher Education 
Commissioner David Russell said language in the title or 
preamble of a recently passed higher education appropriations 
bill “has no legal authority to withhold scholarship awards from 
otherwise eligible students.” 

He said the commission reviewed House Bill 3 and determined 
that it did not prohibit undocumented immigrant students with 
Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals status from receiving 
scholarships paid for with state dollars or from being offered in‐
state tuition rates. 

DACA, created by President Barack Obama in 2012, offers 
deferred action for certain undocumented young people who 
were brought to the U.S. as children. It does not allow them 
lawful status, but it does say they are lawfully present in the 
country. 

Missouri’s A+ program provides scholarships to graduates of 
certain high schools and pays most of the cost to attend a two‐

year public or private college in the state. Students qualify for A+ 
if they have attended a Missouri high school for three years and 
have a 2.5 GPA, a 95 percent attendance record and 50 hours of 
tutoring or mentoring and are good citizens. 

http://www.kansascity.com/news/government-politics/article28463239.html 

The department’s decision on awarding A+ means this year 
would be the first time since the scholarship program was 
established in 1993 that money has been available to 
undocumented students. 

It could help several hundred such students who qualify for A+ 
pay for two years of college, said Liz Coleman, spokeswoman for 
the Department of Higher Education. 

Missouri Republicans had tried to pass a Senate bill that would 
have prohibited the allocation of A+ program scholarships to 
DACA students. Gov. Jay Nixon vetoed that bill, opening the 
door for DACA students to receive A+ scholarships. 

Then last week, colleges and universities learned of language in 
the state higher education budget bill stating that “no scholarship 
funds shall be expended on behalf of students with an unlawful 
immigration status in the United States.” 

The language was added by Rep. Scott Fitzpatrick, a Shell Knob 
Republican, as a stopgap measure in case the Senate bill was 
derailed. 

“I was not trying to ban them (DACA students) from attending 
college,” Fitzpatrick said. “I didn’t want their education to be 
subsidized by Missouri taxpayers.” 

Missouri college officials said they were still reviewing the 
department memo. But the department said it’s not the 
universities but rather the Department of Higher Education that 
pays out A+ scholarships. 
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THE KANSAS CITY STAR  ~ Friday,  July 24, 2015 

Missouri immigrant ‘Dreamers’ are still seeking help for in‐state tuition fight 

By MARÁ ROSE WILLIAMS 

mdwilliams@kcstar.com 

Ana Hernandez has always had big dreams. 

In the last week, though, she has seen those dreams nearly 
crushed by three words inserted into a Missouri budget bill and 
then revived — at least for a semester — by Kansas City 
philanthropists. 

Now several groups advocating for immigrants in Missouri are 
gearing up to change the law’s language next year so college 
students like Hernandez can afford to get their degrees in 
Missouri. 

Hernandez, 21, is a “Dreamer,” a term derived from the failed 
Dream Act that would have given qualified undocumented 
immigrants who came to the United States as young children a 
pathway to citizenship. Since her teens, Hernandez has wanted to 
attend the University of Missouri‐Kansas City’s business school. 

But after she graduated from Bishop Ward High School with a 4.0 
GPA, she learned that hope might be out of reach. 

It didn’t matter that Hernandez was a Kauffman Scholar, a 
program that supports low‐income, urban students through 
middle and high school and then pays their tuition and some 
room and board for up to five years of college. 

Kauffman college scholarships are paid only to students who 
have a Social Security number. 

“I didn’t have that little piece of paper. Without it, Kauffman 
couldn’t help me pay for school,” said Hernandez, of Kansas 
City, Kan. 

On top of that, UMKC at the time did not enroll undocumented 
students. So Hernandez enrolled at Kansas City Kansas 
Community College in 2012. 

Then President Barack Obama created the Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrivals program. It allows certain undocumented 
young people to stay in the country temporarily without threat of 
deportation, but it does not create a path to citizenship. 

For Hernandez, DACA meant she could get a Social Security 
number and Kauffman scholarship money. Even more exciting, 
she said, UMKC began enrolling DACA students at the in‐state 
tuition rate available to other metro area students. 

Everything was great until last week, just over a month before 
she was to start her senior year at UMKC, when Hernandez and 
other DACA students learned their tuition for the fall semester 
would more than double. 

Those three words in the Missouri budget bill had thrown 
Dreamers’ college hopes into question. 

The bill’s preamble says schools getting state money must charge 
students with “unlawful immigration status” the tuition rate that 
international students pay. It also bars the schools from giving 
state‐funded scholarships to those students. 

DACA students do not have lawful immigration status. 

Missouri Immigrant and Refugee Advocates estimates that more 
than 1,200 individuals with DACA credentials live in Missouri, 
but not all of them are college students. Two are enrolled at the 
University of Missouri in Columbia. About 34 are at UMKC. 

One of the UMKC students is Alejandra, 21, of Independence. She 
asked that her last name not be used to protect family members. 

She was riding around Kansas City in a car with friends on July 
16 when she heard from UMKC about the sudden tuition hike. 

“I cried. I couldn’t help it,” said Alejandra, who had spent more 
than a year bouncing from community college to community 
college, trying to get the best education her undocumented status 
would allow. 

Alejandra, who is working jobs in retail and a restaurant this 
summer, was paying nearly $5,000 for 15 credit hours at UMKC. 
The legislative change would have pushed her tuition to more 
than $14,000. 

“UMKC was the school I wanted to go to,” she said. “When I 
told my mother about the higher tuition, she said I probably 
would not be able to go to school for this semester, that I would 
have to save for it. I was already thinking I would get another 
job.” 

The three words were added to the budget bill by Rep. Scott 
Fitzpatrick, a Shell Knob Republican, to prohibit DACA students 
from receiving in‐state tuition or state‐funded scholarships, 
including the A+ program. 

“I was not trying to ban them from attending college,” he said 
Thursday. “I didn’t want their education to be subsidized by 
Missouri taxpayers.” 

But on Thursday, the Missouri Department of Higher Education 
said Fitzpatrick’s budget bill language “was not binding” and 
would not prevent the department from awarding A+ 
scholarships to all qualified students. 

It’s the colleges, though, that decide which students pay in‐state 
tuition. And university officials have said they will abide by the 
budget bill language. 

Fitzpatrick said that at the time he added the limiting language, 
he did not know any Missouri colleges had enrolled DACA 
students at an in‐state tuition rate. 

“My intent was not to change the rules on someone already in 
the system,” he said. If he had known, he said, he would have 
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included language to make it clear that no new DACA students 
would receive in‐state rates. 

Students like Juan Sanchez, who was 2 when his undocumented 
parents emigrated with him from Mexico. This spring, Sanchez, 
who has lived in Kansas for 12 years, graduated with honors 
from Kansas City Kansas Community College with his mind set 
on starting at UMKC in the fall. 

“I want to do entrepreneurship and international marketing,” 
said Sanchez, who has been working two jobs so he could afford 
in‐state tuition at UMKC. “I kind of had it all planned out, and I 
know I could do the payments for a full‐time, in‐state student.” 

The good news is UMKC was able to secure enough money from 
private donors to cover the difference between in‐state and out‐
of‐state tuition charges for all the DACA students enrolled at the 
university this fall, including 20 newly admitted students like 
Sanchez. 

But that money only accounts for one semester. 

Area groups that support Dreamers are planning a gathering in 
Kansas City to make sure all the DACA students have cleared up 

http://www.kansascity.com/news/local/article28671514.html 

disruptions in their college plans. Representatives from Kansas 
colleges and universities that enroll DACA students at in‐state 
tuition rates will attend. 

A GoFundMe.com account was established to raise money to 
help students pay for college, and an online petition campaign is 
being organized “to pressure Gov. Nixon to take a strong stance” 
against the budget bill language, said Jessica Piedra, an 
immigration attorney and advocate with the Kansas Missouri 
Dream Alliance. 

“These students are lawfully present in the country and they are 
state residents, so they should be treated like every other resident 
of the state,” said Vanessa Crawford Aragón, executive director 
of Missouri Immigrant and Refugee Advocates. 

According to the National Immigration Law Center, at least 20 
states, including Kansas, allow DACA students to pay in‐state 
tuition. 

“Doing what Missouri is doing makes college less accessible to 
DACA students, and it is out of the mainstream,” Aragón said. 
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