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What happens after a bill
is TAFP?

“Truly agreed and finally
passed” (TAFP’ed) bills are signed in
open session by the Speaker of the
House and the President Pro Tem of
the Senate. At the time of signing,
any members may file written objec-
tions, which are sent with the bill to
the Governor. The Governor has 15
days to act on a bill if it is sent to him
during the legislative session, and 45
days if the legislature has adjourned.

The Governor has four options:

1. Sign the bill, making it become
part of Missouri law.

2. Veto the bill. In this case, the bill
is returned to the General Assembly
where a two-thirds vote of both
houses is required to override the
veto.

3. Not sign the bill. Should the
Governor take no action within the
prescribed time, the bill goes to the
Secretary of State, who then enrolls
the bill as an authentic act. It then
becomes law.

4. Veto line-items in an
appropriation bill. On appropriation
bills only, the Governor may choose
to veto selected items within the bill.
The General Assembly may override
this veto by a two-thirds majority of
both houses.

No law passed by the General
Assembly can take effect until 90
days after the end of the session at
which it was enacted (August 28 for
regular sessions). However, if a bill
was passed with an emergency
clause attached, it takes effect
immediately upon the Governor's
signature. In addition, some bills
specify the exact date when they are
to take effect, which is usually a
period of time longer than 90 days.

From the Missouri House of Representatives.
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Bills Truly Agreed and Finally Passed

The legislature passed several higher education bills that could impact institutions

around the state.

A complete list of bills that were truly agreed and finally

passed during this session is available online.

Financial Assistance

Senator David Pearce’s SB 733, which origi-
nally extended the period that certain stu-
dents who enter the military may defer
Bright Flight awards then grew to include
language included in HB 1812 and SB 784
(Access award amount equalization) and
an excepfion to the Sunshine Law. The bill
also includes language that clarifies several
issues related to Bright Flight, such as the
fact that home-school students and GED
recipients may receive awards and when
the “cut scores” for the ACT and SAT are
established.

College Savings

Senator Delbert Scoftt’s SB 772 which makes
changes to the Missouri Higher Education
Savings (MOST) Program. Currently, the
minimum time for holding investments in the
program is 12 months. This act removes that
requirement. The sunset provision govern-
ing the program is also removed.

Research

Senator Bill Stouffer's SB 987, a bill that
increases the award amount the Univer-
sity of Missouri's Board of Curators may
award per project from $50,000 to
$250,000. Projects must advance knowl-
edge of spinal cord injuries and con-
genital or acquired disease processes.

Representative Dan Brown's HB 2147, a
bill that exempts certain students who
are dependents of recently retired mili-
tary personnel from the three-year atten-
dance requirement under the A+
Schools Program.

Representative Jake Zimmerman's HB
1858, which would officially bring the
Minority and Underrepresented Environ-
mental Literacy Program from DNR to
the MDHE, and also move the Minority
Teaching Scholarship Program currently
assigned to DESE to the MDHE.
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http://www.senate.mo.gov/10info/members/mem21.htm
http://www.senate.mo.gov/10info/BTS_Web/Bill.aspx?SessionType=R&BillID=3359489
http://house.mo.gov/content.aspx?info=/info/howbill.htm
http://www.senate.mo.gov/10info/BTS_Web/TrulyAgreed.aspx?SessionType=R
http://www.senate.mo.gov/10info/members/mem31.htm
http://www.senate.mo.gov/10info/BTS_Web/Bill.aspx?SessionType=R&BillID=3160824
http://www.dhe.mo.gov/brightflight.shtml
http://house.mo.gov/member.aspx?district=149
http://www.house.mo.gov/content.aspx?info=/bills101/bills/hb2147.htm
http://house.mo.gov/member.aspx?year=2010&district=083
http://house.mo.gov/content.aspx?info=/bills101/bills/HB1858.htm
http://house.mo.gov/content.aspx?info=/bills101/bills/HB1858.htm
http://www.dhe.mo.gov/files/MUELP_3_2010_Final.pdf
http://www.dhe.mo.gov/files/MUELP_3_2010_Final.pdf
http://www.dnr.mo.gov/
http://www.dhe.mo.gov/
http://www.dhe.mo.gov/minorityteaching.shtml
http://www.dhe.mo.gov/minorityteaching.shtml
http://dese.mo.gov/
http://www.senate.mo.gov/10info/members/mem28.htm
http://www.senate.mo.gov/10info/BTS_Web/Bill.aspx?SessionType=R&BillID=3167475
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Important Bills that Didn’t Pass

Despite the relatively small number of significant higher education-
related bills that passed, higher education was a major topic of discus-

sion this legislative session.
even if they didn’t ultimately pass.

The following issues got a lot of airfime -

Rebooting State Government

Senator Charlie Shields’ SJRs 44 and
45, which would have proposed a
constitutional amendment creating a
new department of education and
defining the governing board of the
new department of education, both
stalled in the House Higher Education
Committee after being passed by the
Senate.

Financial Assistance

Senator Scoft Rupp's SB 207, which

would create a scholarship for stu-
dents who graduate high school
early. The scholarship would be for a
student's first year of higher educao-
fion and could be used at any type
of higher education institution. The
award amount would be the lesser of
the student's actual tuition and re-
quired fees or 80% of the state aid

After two public hearings on the bill,
the committee chair decided that
there was not enough time or infor-
mation to reach a consensus and
vote the resolutions out. They com-
mittee did state that they would refer
the issue fo the Joint Committee on
Education for further review between
sessions.

Pensions

Senator Jason Crowell’s SB 714, which
would change retirement conftribu-
tion requirements for new state em-
ployees hired after January 1, 2011.
The change in the pension plan ap-
plies to those enrolled in the Missouri
State Employees Retirement System
and workers covered by the refire-
ment programs of the Missouri De-

Land Issues

Representative Robert Schaaf's HB
1494, which removes the expiration
date of August 28, 2011, from the pro-
vision that allows certain state univer-
sity boards to convey or transfer real
property without authorization from
the General Assembly. This bill was
voted out of the House Corrections
and Public Institutions  Committee

partment of Transportation and the
Missouri State Highway Patrol.

The bill was third read and passed by
the Senate, and the House Retire-

and the House Rules Committee be-
fore being defeated on the House
floor.

Representative Chris Kelly's HIR 77, a

ment Committee heard the bill. The
committee did not vote on the bill.

atfributable to that student at the
school district from which the student
graduated. That district would re-
ceive an amount equal to 20% of the
state aid they would have received
for that student.

This bill was voted due pass from the
Senate Education Committee but
was never discussed on the floor.

bill that proposes a constitutional
amendment authorizing the General
Assembly fo issue bonds fo fund
higher educatfion improvements,
construction, landscaping, and land
purchases.  While this bill was a sub-
stantive topic during the beginning of
session, it never made it past its sec-
ond reading.


http://www.senate.mo.gov/10info/members/mem27.htm
http://www.senate.mo.gov/10info/bts_web/Bill.aspx?SessionType=R&BillID=3158027
https://www.mosers.org/en.aspx
https://www.mosers.org/en.aspx
http://www.modot.org/
http://www.modot.org/
http://www.mshp.dps.missouri.gov/MSHPWeb/Root/index.html
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http://www.senate.mo.gov/10info/members/mem34.htm
http://www.senate.mo.gov/10info/BTS_Web/Bill.aspx?SessionType=R&BillID=3407270
http://house.mo.gov/content.aspx?info=/bills101/commit/com457.htm
http://house.mo.gov/content.aspx?info=/bills101/commit/com457.htm
http://www.senate.mo.gov/10info/members/mem02.htm
http://www.senate.mo.gov/10info/BTS_Web/Bill.aspx?SessionType=R&BillID=3271098
http://www.senate.mo.gov/10info/comm/educ.htm
http://house.mo.gov/member.aspx?district=028
http://house.mo.gov/content.aspx?info=/bills101/bills/hb1494.htm
http://house.mo.gov/content.aspx?info=/bills101/bills/hb1494.htm
http://house.mo.gov/content.aspx?info=/bills101/commit/com454.htm
http://house.mo.gov/content.aspx?info=/bills101/commit/com454.htm
http://house.mo.gov/content.aspx?info=/bills101/commit/com174.htm
http://house.mo.gov/content.aspx?info=/bills101/bills/hjr77.htm
http://house.mo.gov/content.aspx?info=/bills101/bills/hjr77.htm
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Bills That Could Still Pass

Session ends at 6:00 p.m. on Friday, May 14, so bills have unfil then to be
passed. There's a joke in the Capitol that goes, “There are two days of
session left, so it's almost half over.”

The information presented here is current as of NOON on Friday, May 14.

Financial Assistance

Representative Mike Thomson's HB This bill was approved by the Senate
1473, which would have lowered the Education Committee last week and
GPA required for certain lower- is currently on the Senate calendar.
division students to receive renewal

Access Missouri awards from a 2.5 to

a 2.0.

Thank you for subscribing to the MDHE Legislative Newsletter for the72010 Ses-
sion. We will see you again next session!
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