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•This conversation is an opportunity to learn more about new and forthcoming 
developments, research and policies related to how states are using innovation and 
college credit in high school models as part of a statewide college‐readiness strategy 
for low‐income and underserved students.

• How states are ensuring that credits earned in college courses 
taken for dual credit transfer to all public higher education 
institutions across the state. 
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• Early college designs adapt dual enrollment as a school‐wide strategy; unlike 
traditional dual enrollment programs, their primary focus is the underprepared 
student, rather than the high achiever. The goal is to support low‐income high school 
students who, without significant assistance, may lack the skills and knowledge to 
enter and persist through college. After years of extra academic support, early college 
students start taking postsecondary courses in high school, resulting in dual credit—
all tuition free. 

•Small schools in which secondary and  postsecondary partners    take joint 
responsibility for the success of all students and delivery of a curriculum that 
blends 9-14 work. 

•Designed so that all students have the opportunity to earn an Associate’s 
degree or up to two years of transferable college credit – tuition free – along 
with a high school diploma.

•Districts operate most early ECHS, but there are some state-authorized 
charter schools that operate independently from local districts. 
•Schools can start in grades 6,7, or 9.
•Most are separate schools, but some are small learning communities or 
academies within another school. 
•Postsecondary partners provide college courses as substitutes for some high 3



•POPULATION SERVED:
•70 percent of early college students are students of color.
•59 percent are eligible for free or reduced lunch – a conservative estimate of the 
number of students from low‐income families. 
•Nearly a third of early college schools receive Title 1 funding, based on the high 
percentage of low‐income students served. 
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Other talking points: Original design: small autonomous school, 
serving low income students underrepresented in higher education, 
goal 1-2 years of college credit with a postsecondary partner.

Always intended to test the power of college credit in high school 
as a strategy for low-income student success, and, if proof points 
emerged, make it easier for districts to provide access for all.
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--Early results are showing that the 
schools serve a great number of 
low-income student students in 
comparable proportion to their 
home districts
--And that students are earning a 
substantial amount of college credit 
upon graduation – with a notable 
number completing an AA.
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•Finally, I wanted to provide you with a compendium of what JFF considers to be 
guiding principles and best practices in support of this work.
•Reprisal of a few of the things mentioned already:
1. Equity considerations for students;
2. Substitution of college courses for HS work and dual credit;
3. Dual credit
4. Funding…”hold harmless”
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•Few states have a systemic means (e.g., common numbering system) for 
determining the equivalency of courses across their various higher education 
systems. In addition, many academic departments retain “gatekeeper status” with 
regard to conferring credit in the academic major. 
•The uncertainties of transferring credit among institutions make it difficult for early 
college high schools to plan for students to take the appropriate prerequisite courses 
and to avoid having ECHS graduates backtrack or retake similar courses.
•The problem is compounded for ECHS because the courses in question for transfer 
in to upper‐division college work may be credits earned within a high school building 
as opposed to a college campus. Four‐year colleges, in particular, may be confused 
about how, for the purposes of admission or transfer, to treat students who have 
courses on their transcripts for both high school and college credit. 

•JFF’s Recommendations for states…
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