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Project Description: Missouri is at a crossroads with regard to the changing needs and demographics of students in the educational pipeline and the impact those changes will have on the workforce of tomorrow.  It is critical that this state address those issues if it is to remain competitive in the world marketplace and maintain the standard of living of its citizens.  Based on this situation, the goal of the Missouri Department of Higher Education (MDHE) for this grant is to increase the number of Missouri students who view postsecondary education as an academically and financially viable option for their futures.
The program scope includes three primary areas of focus.  First, the department will develop and distribute financial literacy information, including a mini-curriculum easily adapted by classroom teachers or guidance counselors, for high school students.  Second, the department will create a web portal designed to provide a unified, targeted and appealing one-stop Internet destination for Missouri students and families to learn about higher education and the planning and preparation that are necessary to succeed in education beyond high school.  Third, the department will conduct a subgrant process designed to build and strengthen existing outreach activities implemented to assist students and families in preparing for postsecondary education.
The grant will involve a broad range of MDHE partners to accomplish each of the focus areas.  The financial literacy component, designed to improve the financial literacy of high school students, will include involvement by the Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary Education, Missouri’s 529 College Savings Plan, the Jump$tart Coalition, and several associations of secondary school educators.  The web design project, intended to provide students with a range of tools to assist in preparing for and succeeding in postsecondary education, will include involvement of the Missouri School College Relations Commission and other related organizations.  The subgrant process will be broad based and designed to encourage wide participation by all non-profit organizations with experience and a positive record of improving student access and success in higher education.
