
Steering Committee

• Jim Anderson, Co-chair,
Vice President of Marketing and Public 
Affairs, CoxHealth, Springfield

• Deb Hollingsworth, Co-chair,
Vice President of External Affairs, AT&T 
(retired), St. Louis

• Dr. Jon Bauer, Vice Chair, Missouri 
Community College Association, and 
President, East Central Community 
College, Union

• Angela Bennett, Regional Director, 
U.S. Department of Education Office 
of Civil Rights (retired), and Curator 
Emerita, University of Missouri Board of 
Curators, Kansas City

• Berla D. Bieller, Retired Teacher, 
Guidance Counselor, Broseley

• Dr. Michael Bleich, Missouri Nurses 
Association, and President and Maxine 
Clark and Bob Fox Dean and Professor, 
Goldfarb School of Nursing at Barnes 
Jewish College, St. Louis

• Gena Boling, President, Missouri 
Association of Student Financial Aid 
Personnel, Rolla

• Marie Carmichael, Owner and 
President, Affordable Homes 
Development Corporation, Springfield

• Jean-Paul Chaurand, Chief Operating 
Officer, Guadalupe Centers, Inc., Kansas 
City

• Dr. Don Claycomb, President, State 
Technical College of Missouri, Linn

• Robin Coffman, Chief of Staff, 
Missouri Department of Elementary and 
Secondary Education, Jefferson City

• Brian Crouse, Vice President of 
Education, Missouri Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry,  
Jefferson City

• Cliff Davis, Chair, Missouri 
Community College Association, and 
President, Ozarks Technical Community 
College – Table Rock Campus, Branson

• Pat Dillon, Community Liaison, 
Mosaic Life Care, St. Joseph

• Mike Downing, Director, Department 
of Economic Development, Jefferson City

• Dr. Arlan Dykstra, Provost and Senior 
Vice President for Academic Affairs, 
Missouri Baptist University, St. Louis

• Mike Franks, Chief Executive Officer, 
Neosho Area Business & Industrial 
Foundation, Inc., Neosho

• Dr. Charles Gooden, Dean of Student 
Affairs, Harris-Stowe State University 
(retired), St. Louis

• Dr. Kevin Gwaltney, Executive 
Director, Joint Committee on 
Education, Jefferson City

• Dr. Russell Hoffman, Executive 
Director, BJC Learning and 
Organizational Effectiveness, St. Louis

• Mark James, Chancellor, Metropolitan 
Community College, Kansas City

• Dr. John Jasinski, Chair, Council on 
Public Higher Education, and President, 
Northwest Missouri State University, 
Maryville

• Dr. Johndavid Kerr, President, 
Missouri Association of Faculty 
Senates, and Professor, Harris-Stowe 
State University, St. Louis

• Tom Richmond, Manager of Parts 
Distribution, Altec Industries,  
St. Joseph

• Michael Schwend, President, Preferred 
Family Healthcare, Kirksville

• Dr. Ron Slepitza, President, Avila 
University, Kansas City, and Immediate 
Past Chair, Independent Colleges and 
Universities of Missouri

• Clif Smart, Vice Chair, Council on 
Public Higher Education, and President, 
Missouri State University, Springfield

• Kathy Swan, State Representative, 
and Owner, JCS/Tel-Link, Cape 
Girardeau

• Mike Thomson, Former State 
Representative, and Retired Teacher, 
Maryville

• Tim Wolfe, President, University of 
Missouri System, Columbia

• Bruce Wylie, Executive Director, 
Missouri Society of Professional 
Engineers, Jefferson City   
   
Ex-officio Members

• Betty Sims, Chair, Missouri 
Coordinating Board for Higher 
Education, St. Louis

• Dalton Wright, Vice Chair, Missouri 
Coordinating Board for Higher 
Education, Lebanon

• Dr. David Russell, Commissioner, 
Missouri Department of Higher 
Education,  Jefferson City

• Dr. Rusty Monhollon, Assistant 
Commissioner of Academic Affairs, 
Missouri Department of Higher 
Education, Jefferson City

• Dr. Mike Nietzel, Senior Advisor 
on Higher Education and Workforce 
Development, Missouri Governor’s 
Office, Jefferson City
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