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On its final day before adjourning for 

legislative spring break, the House took 

HB 1042 up for third reading and final 

passage.  The bill, sponsored by Rep. 

Mike Thomson (R-Maryville), would 

modify several duties of the Coordinat-

ing Board for Higher Education. 

Under the bill, the CBHE would be re-

quired to work with the state’s colleges 

and universities to create a statewide 

core transfer library of at least 25 lower 

division courses. The bill also stipulates 

that the board adopt a policy to foster 

reverse transfer of students from four-

year to two-year institutions and that 

the board require institutions to repli-

cate best practices in remediation 

and identify and reduce methods 

found to be ineffective. Maintaining 

alignments of Department of Elemen-

tary and Secondary Education assess-

ments with previously established com-

petencies for entry level collegiate 

courses is also a provision of the bill. 

Senate Bill 455, sponsored by Sen. 

David Pearce (R-Warrensburg), con-

tains identical language and has al-

ready been reported to the house, 

where it has been second read and is 

awaiting a committee referral. 

House Committee Substitute for House 

Bill 1722 was reported do-pass by 

House Rules. The bill is also sponsored 

by Rep. Thomson and relates to pro-

prietary schools certification. 

House Bill 1741, sponsored by Rep. 

Mike Leara (R-St. Louis), and SB 756, 

sponsored by Sen. Kevin Engler (R-

Farmington), contain identical lan-

guage and modify provisions relating 

to the College and University Retire-

ment Plan. Both bills were heard in 

committee in their respective cham-

bers during the week. Before the Sen-

ate Committee on Financial and Gov-

ernmental Organizations and Elec-

tions, committee chairman Sen. Jason 

Crowell (R-Cape Girardeau) voiced 

opposition to SB 756, however, indicat-

ing a negative outlook for the future of 

the bill. 

Senate Bill 811, sponsored by Sen. Bob 
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The bill would allow University of 

Missouri Extension Councils to 

form Extension Districts. The gov-

erning body of those districts 

could seek voter approval to levy 

a property tax increase, not to 

exceed $0.30 per $100,000 of 

assessed valuation, to provide 

funding for Extension programs in 

the Extension District. 
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Dixon (R-Springfield) was also heard 

before the Senate Committee on 

General Laws on Tuesday. The bill 

would provide a temporary easement 

of property at Missouri State University 

to grant the City of Springfield right-of-

way to perform construction on a 

street and intersection bordering the 

institution. 

Finally, two bills which have crossed 

chambers were referred to committee 

in the Senate on Thursday. House Bill 

1192, sponsored by Rep. Andrew 

Koenig (R-Winchester) and relating to 

the Missouri Higher Education Savings 

Program, was referred to the Senate 

Committee on Education. House Bill 

1041, sponsored by Rep. Thomson and 

relating to leasing authority of certain 

colleges and universities, was referred 

to the Senate Committee on General 

Laws. 

Both chambers will reconvene after a 

week of spring break on Monday, 

March 19. 

http://house.mo.gov/member.aspx?year=2012&district=112


Page 2 Legislative News 

PO Box 1469, Jefferson City, MO 65102 • (573) 751-2361 • Fax (573) 751-6635 • www.dhe.mo.gov  

House Higher Education hears STEM bill, votes on student 

curator issue 

House Budget moves along 

FY13 budget 

The House Committee on 

Budget reviewed the com-

mittee substitutes for appro-

priations bills filed last week 

during a full day of meetings 

on Monday and offered 

amendments Wednesday 

to bring the House closer to 

passing its version of the 

state’s FY 13 budget. 

The House Committee Sub-

stitute for House Bill 2003, 

which outlines appropria-

tions for higher education, 

saw only one amendment 

during the week. That 

amendment reduced the 

core appropriation for the 

University of Missouri by 

$300,000. 

The committee substitute 

was adopted by the com-

mittee and voted do-pass. 

The bill was reported do-

pass to the floor, referred to 

House Rules, voted do-pass 

and reported back to the 

floor by week’s end. The bill 

will be ready for floor de-

bate once the House re-

turns following legislative 

spring break. 

A complete review of the 

changes contained in the 

house committee substitute 

can be found in the March 

2, 2012 issue of the MDHE’s 

Legislative News available 

at www.dhe.mo.gov. 

The House Committee on Higher Edu-

cation convened Tuesday for a final 

time before adjourning for legislative 

spring break. The committee held a 

public hearing on one bill and voted 

on three others before the commit-

tee. 

The committee conducted a public 

hearing on HB 1855. Sponsored by 

Rep. Wayne Wallingford (R-Cape 

Girardeau), the bill would create the 

Science, Technology, Engineering 

and Math Initiative within the Depart-

ment of Higher Education. Under the 

bill, a fund would be set up in the 

state treasury to provide funds to 

match public institution funds spent 

on several areas promoting STEM edu-

cation. Those areas include endowed 

teaching professor programs support-

ing faculty teaching undergraduate 

courses in the STEM fields, financial aid 

programs for students studying in the 

STEM or STEM education fields, STEM 

experiential youth programs and ca-

reer enhancement programs for ele-

mentary and secondary teachers and 

college professors in STEM fields. 

 The introduced version of the bill pro-

vides a mechanism by which up to 

$5,000 of tax liability could be cred-

ited to the STEM fund, rather than the 

state’s general fund, for companies 

hiring current STEM students for intern-

ships, with no more than $50,000 in 

taxes being placed in the fund in any 

given year. During the hearing, Rep. 

Wallingford offered that he had 

drawn up a committee substitute 

which would change that funding 

mechanism to a tax credit. He also 

stated, however, that he would be 

open to removing the tax funding 

provisions completely from the bill. 

Rep. Wallingford indicated that the 

Missouri Higher Education Loan Au-

thority had expressed they may be 

able to provide some funding for the 

initial year of the program, pending 

approval of its board. 

Testifying in support of HB 1855 were 

Deputy Commissioner Paul Wagner of 

the Missouri Department of Higher 

Education, Richard Moore of the Mis-

souri Chamber of Commerce and 

Industry, Bruce Wylie of the Missouri 

Society of Professional Engineers, 

Gavin Pringle of the Associated Stu-

dents of the University of Missouri, 

Shannon Cooper of the Greater Kan-

The halls of the Missouri Capitol. 

http://www.dhe.mo.gov
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sas City Chamber of Commerce,  

Marty Oetting of the University of Mis-

souri, Phil Wright of the University of 

Central Missouri and Ann Brand of St. 

Louis Community College. 

During the meeting, the committee 

also heard HB 1353, sponsored by 

Rep. Jill Schupp (D-Creve Coeur). The 

bill would specify in statute that the 

governor may appoint a student as 

one of the nine voting members of 

the University of Missouri Board of Cu-

rators. Abigail Thomas, representing 

the Associated Students of the Univer-

sity of Missouri, testified in support of 

the bill. 

The committee voted on three voting 

student curator bills during its execu-

tive session including HB 1353, HB 1257 

and HB 1587. House Bill 1257, spon-

sored by Rep. Chris Kelly (D-

Columbia), and HB 1587, sponsored 

Rep. Zachary Wyatt (R-Green Castle), 

would require a student be appointed 

as one of the board’s nine voting 

members. Rep. Wyatt’s HB 1587 addi-

tionally stipulates that the student 

member be a graduate or profes-

sional student. All three bills failed by a 

vote of eight opposed and four in-

favor. 

The Senate Committee on Financial 

and Governmental Organizations and 

Elections heard a voting student cura-

tor bill on Monday as well. Senate Bill 

747, sponsored by Sen. Kurt Schaefer 

(R-Columbia), would also require one 

of the nine voting members of the 

University of Missouri Board of Curators 

be a student and that student be 

studying at the graduate or profes-

sional level. 
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