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Missour Dopartment of Higher Educalio

STUDENT ENROLLMENT PROJECTIONS

Year l 2 3 4 5

Full Time 18 21 24 27 30
Part Time 2 4 6 8 10
Total 20 25 30 35 40

Please provide a rationale regarding how student enroliment projections were calculated:

The only graduate option available to past and current agricultural students at MSU has been to
pursue the Master in Natural and Applied Science (MNAS) degree. Once the proposed new
p?ogram Is approved and implemented, we anticipate that most, if not all, of the currently
enrolled and prospective MNAS students who are interested in agriculture will switch to the
new program. The enroliment projection for the first year, therefore, is based on the average
enrollment In the MNAS program with a specialty in agriculture. The projected enrollments for
years 2 through 5 represent conservative growth. The actual growth is expected to much
greater due to the increasing demand for graduates with degrees in agriculture as described
helow.

Provide a rationale for proposing this program, including evidence of market demand and
societal need supported by research:

Employment opportunities abound for students in this program. According to a recent study by
Purdue University, between 2015 and 2020 the U.S. food and agricultural industry expects to
see nearly 60,000 annual jobs openings for undergraduate and graduate students with degrees
in food, agriculture and renewable natural resource (USDA, 2015), Some individuals with the
agricultural degree move into staff positions such as financlal analysts or market researchers.
www.dhe.mo.gov ¢ info@dhe.mo.gov
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Others begin In positions that ultimately lead to upper-level management positions, Many job

openings are likely to result from the need to replace experienced workers who transfer to

other occupations, retire, or leave the fabor force for other reasons, The following is the sample

of the agribusiness companies in the private and public sector located in Missouri who are likely

to hire the MS in Agriculture graduates.

1. FCS Financial, Jefferson City

2. Bunge North America, St, Louls

3. Monsanto Company, St. Louls

4. American Soybean Association, St. Louis

5. Missouri Soybean Association, St. Louls

6. Purina Mills, inc., Gray Summit, MO

7. Osborn and Barr Communications, St. Louis and Kansas City

8. MFA, Inc., lefferson City

9. Missouri Department of Agriculture, Columbia

10. Lange-Stegmann Company, St. Louis

*Societal Need:

The United States agricultural industry continues to lead global agriculture production, This

leadership is even more critical at a time when global demand for food is growing faster than

supply. During the last decade, prices of agricultural commodities have increased exponentially,

spurring food riots in nearly a dozen countries and causing millions of people to falf into poverty

(Bourne, 2009}, While food prices have begun to relax in recent years in some countries, the

trend is inconsistent and In many countries food prices remain relatively high {Conceicao and

Mendoza, 2009). A vibrant American agriculture industry that is able to further increase

productivity and access to food will be necessary to reduce the impacts of food insecurity,

In order to maintain productivity demands, agricultural programs must produce an increasing
number of highly competent graduates with advanced skills and knowledge in agriculture, life
sciences, and management,

*Methodology:

Surveys {explained above) and literature reviews were used to determine student demand,
market demand, and societal need. The School also consuited with other universities,
particularly those in Non-Land-Grant Agriculture and Renewable Resources Universities
(NARRUY} offering similar graduate programs.
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PROGRAM STRUCTURE

A. Total credits required for graduation: Students in the Master of Science in Agriculture degree
program will complete 32 credit hours. In addition to a 9 hour core, each student will complete
a 12 hour research requirement, which will include the completion of elther a thesis, a research
report Involving critical evaluation and interpretation of data related to an industry trend, or an
Internship. The remaining 11 elective hours will be taken within the subspecialties of the
School as weli as in other related departments.

B. Residency requirements, if any: At least 70% of the coursework {23} must be taken from
Missouri State University,

C. General education: Total credits: 9

Courses (specific courses OR distribution area and credits):

Course Number Credits | Comrse Title

AGR790 3 Research Methodology

AGR797 I Research Seminar

AGP 730 2 Design/Analysis of Field Experiments

QBA 775 3 Quantitative Methods in Business Decision Making or BIC 650 Stat

Methods for Biologist

D. Major requirements: Total credits: 12

Course Number | Credits | Course Title
' Thesis Option
AGR798 6 Graduate Research
AGR799 6 Graduate Thesis
OR Non-Thesis Option
AGR798 6 | Graduate Research '

6 Additional Coursework
Or Graduate Internship
AGR796 6 Graduate Internship

6 Additional Coursework

www,dhe.mo.gov * info@dhe.mo.gov
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E. Free elective credits: Explained in table, as part of specialty areas
Options for Specialty Areas and Elective Courses--11 Hours
Specialty Area; Natural Resources Credit Hours
AGP 675:; Plant Breeding and Genetics )
AGP 730: Techniques in Plant Breeding/Advanced Plant Breeding
AGE 628: Molecular Breeding Techniques

AGN 725: Advanced Soils Interpretations

AGN 655: S0il Genesls, Morphology and Classification

AGP 655: Graln Crops for Food, Feed, and Fiber

AGP 665; Forages Crops for Animals and the Environment

AGP 685: Weed Ecology and Management '

AGN 605: Advanced Soil Fertllity

AGP 653; Advanced Turf Science

G |2 [ Lo [ [ | [T W [ [P0

Specialty Areas: Agricultural Economics/Business
AGB 624: Agricultural Prices

AGB 614: International Trade

AGB 634: Production Economics

AGB 684. Farm Buslness Management

Wl wiw

Specialty Areas; Animal Science
AGS 611: Nutrition and Metabolism
AGS 661: Equine Nutrition and Physiology 3
AGS 712: Special Topics In Animal Science 1-6
AGS 716: Mammalian Reproduction and Physiology 3

Additional recommended elective courses

ECO 600: Fundamentals of Economics

ECO 609: Applied Econometrics

ECO 615: Public Sector Economics

ECO 640: Environmental Economics

ECO 665: International Economics

QBA 775: Quantitative Methods In Business Decision Making
PLS756: Financial Management of State and Local Government
COM 712: Quantitative Method in Communication

ECO 665: international Economics ‘

COM714. Qualitative Analysis in Communication

U e (W

[SERRdE R RELR RSN REN]

(Sum of C, D, and E should equal A.)
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. Requirements for thesis, internship or other capstone experience:
Students can opt to do a thesis, non-thesis research report, or internship. A theses is

an extensive research endeavor requiring literature review, study design, data
collection, statistical analysis, and interpretation of results. A non-thesis research
report will involve critical evaluation and interpretation of data related to Industry
trend. An internship will require students to complete a field-based project under
the supervision of the faculty advisor and supervising personnel at the organization
where the internship is completed.

G. Any unique features such as interdepartmental cooperation:
Students in a sub-specialty area such as Agricuitural Business will be taking courses
from the Economics department including Econometric and Mathematical
Economics. Other departments, including Education, Business, Biology, and
Communication are potentially important collaborators for the success of the
program.
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PROGRAM CHARACTERISTICS AND PERFORMANCE GOALS

Institution Name Missouri State University
Program Name Agriculture
Date June 16, 2016

(Although all of the following guidelines may not be applicable to the proposed program, please
carefully consider the elements in cach area and respond as completely as possible in the format
below. Quantification of performance goals should be included wherever possible.)

1, Student Preparation
* Any special admissions procedures or student qualifications required for this program

which exceed regular university admissions, standards, e.g2., ACT score, completion of
core curriculum, portfolio, personal interview, etc. Please hote if no special preparation
will be required.
Any special admissions procedures or student qualifications required for this program
which exceed regular university admissions, standards, e.g., ACT score, completion of
core curriculum, portfolio, personal interview, etc. Please note if no special preparation
will be required.No requirements beyond the MSU Graduate College’s standards will be
requlred.

» Characteristics of a specific population to be served, if applicable.
N/A

2. Faculty Characteristics

* Any special requirements (degree status, training, etc.) for assignment of feaching for this
degree/certificate.

Instructors for at least half of the coursework {700 level and above) will meet the
School’s and Graduate College’s standards for graduate faculty status.

+ Estimated percentage of credit hours that will be assigned to full time faculty. Please use
the term “full time faculty" (and not FTE) in your descriptions here.
75% full time facuity, 25% per course instructors

*  Expectations for professional activities, special student contact, teaching/learning
innovation,

Faculty are expected to have strong interest in advanced topics in agricultural sciences
demonstrated by educational training, research publications, and professional and/or
community involvement,
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3. Enrollment Projections

» Student FTE majoring in program by the end of five years.
40

o Percent of full time and part time enroliment by the end of five years.
75% fult time, 25% part time

4, Student and Program Outcomes

+ Number of graduates per annum at three and five years after implementation.
30 students at the third year, 40 at the end of fifth year

= Special skills specific to the program.
Students graduating with MS in Agriculture degree will have a combination of hands-on

skill and knowledge in their specially areas in agricultural sciences. This will provide
them with opportunities to advance in their present jobs or to enter in the job markets
related to agricultural industry with distinct qualifications.

»  Proportion of students who will achicve licensing, certification, or registration.
N/A '

» Performance on national and/or local assessments, e.g,, percent of students scoring above
the 50th percentile on normed tests; percent of students achieving minimal cut-scores on
criterion-referenced tests. Include expected results on assessments of general education
and on exit assessments in a particular discipline as well as the name of any nationally
recognized assessments used,

An assessment program clearly tied to the objectives of the program is developed. The
objectlves of the program are to provide 1) advanced knowledge of the specialty in
agriculture, 2} knowledge in data analysis and interpretation, 3} knowledge in
communication including oral and written communication. At the end of the program
students will have to pass a comprehensive exam to receive the degree, Comprehensive
exam will be developed by a committee assigned to supervise the student. The exam
will assess ObJective 1 by including questions In the speclalty area, Objective 2 by
including appilication of statistics. Objective 3 will be assessed through written and oral
and presentation of the thesis, non-thesis research report, or internship project. The
results of the assessments will help the committee to examine strengths and weakness
of the program in meeting the objectives,

o Placement rates in related fields, in other fields, unemployed,
We anticipate 90%+ placement in agricultural industry, agricultural organizations, and
Missouri high schools
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s+ Transfer rates, continuous study.
N/A

5. Program Accreditation

+ Institutional plans for accreditation, if applicable, including accrediting agency and
timeline, If there are no plans to seek specialized accereditation, please provide a
rationale,

Not applicable. Agricultural programs are not accredited.

6. Alumni and Employer Survey

s Expected satisfaction rates for alumni, including timing and method of surveys.
Alurni surveys will be conducted every five years using an online survey tools {e.g.,

survey monkey) to solicit feedback from regarding the value of the degree in meeting
their short term and long term goals, Survey results will be used to determine any
necessary curricular modifications to meet the industry needs.

¢+ Expected satisfaction rates for employers, including timing and method of surveys.
Alumni surveys will be conducted every five years using an online survey tools {e.g.,

survey monkey) to solicit feedback from regarding the value of the degree in meeting
their short term and long term goals. Survey results will be used to determine any
necessary curricutar modifications to meet the industry needs.

7. Institutional Characteristics
e Characteristics demonstrating why your institution is particularly well-equipped to
support the program,

The Darr School of Agriculture at Missour] State University is the only non-land grant
school In the state of Missouri offerlng comprehensive undergraduate degree programs In
many sub-disciplines within the agricultural industry, including agribusiness, education,
natural resources and animal sciences. The School consists of academically and
professionally qualified faculty who will be involved in the delivery of the proposed
graduate program. The School has added many assets and new facilities, including the Darr
Center, Journgan Ranch, and the Fruit Experiment Station in Mountain Grove. These
resources can provide unique research and other profession development opportunities to
the potential graduate students.
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Appendix Part 1

Demand for Master in Agricultural Sciences
(MAS) degree: Alumni Survey



Demand for Master in Agricultural Sciences (MAS) Degree: Alwmni Survey

Q1 Which of the following bhest describes
the principle industry of your organization?

Answered: 70 Skippod: §

Government and
seml-govaram...

Agribusiness
firms

Rural banks
and other...

Farm
cooporatives

Other {please
spoclfy}

0% 16% 20% 0% 40% 650% 60% 0% 80% 90% 100%

Answer Cholces 7 Responses
Goverament and semt-government agencles - 26,71% 1%
Agribuslness firms 18.67% 13
fural banks and other financial Insliulions 8.57% 6
Farm cooperatives . 8% 4
Otlher {please specify) 41.43% 24
Total o ey
# - Olher {please specify) - Data
1- o Education ; 9!17/20158:32&!
2 5 ! am no longer working In the Agriculiural Field but 1 do howaver still ralse beef catlle and wark en the farm I my tme ' -9i161201510:48 PM
off. :
3 manufacluring and seles . i 9“31507175 9727 PM
4 7 értoqis!lcs 7 8/16/2015 2:39 M
6 Agrilnsurance _ OIS 1134
8 : Higher Education - Grounds Services 9/18!20159:08!\!\&7 N
7 eeadenss T Uensonsromen
8 , Food Manufacluring _ - 9[15!20153;51 PM .
0 ' Ag Educaton ' ar1612016 1142 AM
10 | Sales : © OM612015 11:41 AM

148
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Demand for Master in Agricultural Sciences (MAS) Degree: Alumni Survey

{eacher
Heallhcars
Education Conservation

manufaciuring

Educalion
Environmenlal
Loglsties

. Stay al home menvfarm
Higher Education
Education 7

Productlon agricuiture

insurance

Livestock/Pol Food Industry

And
E Law
Anheuser-Busch Wholesaler

Educalion

Community Misslons

Public School; Adult Ag Educallon

2/8

COBMEROTS 1111 AM

9/15/2015 10:14 AM

| 9/1412015 11:20 AM
| 01412015 11,06 AM

911412015 9:46 AM

! 011112015 12:56 PM

9/10/2015 9,04 PM

9106/2015 8:50 PM

9/10/2015 5:32 PM

£ 011012015 3:07 PM

© 81012015 1,08 PM

802016 10:56 AM

. ..._...,.i}u,g, MY

OM0/2015 9:24 AM

i

| 0912016 7:00 PM

97012015 6:11 PM

| 0/012015 2:45 PM

| /912015 2:00 PM

i

' 979/2015 1:35 PM
¢ 91972015 1:26 PM



Demand for Master in Agricultural Sciences (MAS) Degree: Alumni Survey

(Y2 What is the estimated number of
employees in your organization?

Answored: 32 Blkippad; 2

Less than 50
50 0100
100 fo 500
500 to 1000

More than 1000

0%  10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 0% 80% 0% 100%

Answar Choloss

; Respornses
Less than 50 f 24.64%
500 100 - ' o : 14.49% -
100to§ﬁo | 14.49%
500 to 1000 _ 14.49% )

More than 1000 33.33%

— } i- e

Total Respondents: 69 E

3/8

17

10

10

23




Demand for Master in Agricultural Sciences (MAS) Degree: Alumni Sutvey

€13 As a part of training and development of
your employees, do you encourage them to
attend advanced degrees in the areas
related to your business?

Ansviared: 88 Skipped: 3

0%  10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 80% 0% 80% 90%  100%

Answer Gholces Rosponses
“ Yés o oAt B
No 23,63% T e
Totat . ‘ e -. - 33

478



Answaer Cholces
Yes

Mo
Tolal

Demand for Master in Agricultural Seiences (MAS) Degree: Alumni Survey

G4 Do you provide any company assistance
such as tuition reimbursements, work
schedule adjustment to fit with the
employees’ class schedule, leave with pay,
etc.?

Answered; 68 Bkippad; 3

0%  10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 0% 100%

. Responses

~ 61.78%

38.24%

5/8

42

28

68



Answer Cholces

Yes

No

Total

Demand for Master in Agricultural Sciences (MAS) Degree: Alumni Survey

Q15 According to a recent study by Purdue
University, between 2015 and 2020,the U.S.
food and agricultural industry expects to
see nearly 60,000 annual job openings for
undergraduates and graduate students with
degrees in food, agriculture, and renewable
natural resources. Do you see a general
need for such manpower?

Answered: 89 Skipped: 2

Yes |

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 60% 60% 70% 80% 90%

. Responses

o 89,86%

© 10.44%

6/8

100%

62

:.59.



Demand for Master in Apricultural Sciences (MAS) Degree: Alumni Survey

(6 The proposed Master's in Agricultural
Sciences (MAS) program is designed to
fulfill the need of the organizations in food
and agricultural industry. The MAS
graduates will possess advanced technical,
analytical and business skills to work for
agribusiness firms in various capacities. If
the Darr School of Agriculture at Missouri
State University offers the above-described
program, are you likely to encourage your
employees to join the program?

Answered: 67 Skipped: 4

Yes |

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% GO% T0% 80% 20% 100%

Answer Cholces : Responses
' Yes éaz.as'/. 85
No ' 7.91% i2
Tol . e

718



Demand for Master in Agricultural Sciences (MAS) Degree: Alumni Survey

(7 Using a scale of 1 to 5, 1 being least
preferred and 5 being most preferred,
please rank the following length and design

of the proposed MAS program.

Answored: 67

Traditionat on
camps.. !

Coempletaly
distance...

Combination of
OR CAMPUS aN... !

Traditional on
campus progr... f

Combination of
on campus ap...

Traditional en campys program-2 years unlntenupled

Complelely distance learning - 2 yoars uninterrupted

Combinallon of on cempus and distance learning - 210 5 yours

Traditionsl on eampus program with fob tralning and tnternship - 1 yaar
uninterrupted

Comblnatlon of on campus and distance fearning with Job tralning and
Internshlp - 1 fo 6 years

8/8

Skipped: 4
4 8
. Least (no
proforred ¢ labol}
2676% | 22.73%
17 15
1749% | 2031%
i1 13 !
0.23% . 10.77%
6 7
7.58% @ 18.18% -
5 12 )
7.56%  1242%
5 i

8

{no
: label)

13.64% -
9!
21,88% .
1

3231%
21

19.70%
13

16.67%
1

i {no
| labet)

H

Mozt

| Proforred

2273%
15

14.06%
9

30.77%
20

34.35%
23

33.33%
22 -

15.15%
10

26.56%
17

16.92%

i0

: 1
. Total : -Welghted

i

1

19.70% |
13 :

30.30%
20

| Avoraga
66, ] 279
B84 3.1 3
65 R 3.356
'?E, 341
ol

3.67



Appendix Part 2

Demand for Master in Agricultural Sciences (MAS) degree:
Survey of Current Students at Darr School of Agriculture



Demand for Master in Agricultural Sciences (MAS) Degree; Survey of Current Students at Darr School of
Agriculture

G What are your future career plans after
the graduation?

Answered: 233 Skipped: 0

Look for a new
Jab

Gaonilnue with
the present jols

Own business

Graduate
program

Qther {ploase
specify}

0%  10% 20% 30% 40% 50% §0% 0% 80% 0% 100%

Ans;var Ohoi;e; Rospoﬁsos
Look for a new Job . A071% ) 95
Continue will the present job . 4.20% 1o
Own business 8.87% 16
Graduate program t 30.48% - B _92
Other (please specify) 8.58% 20
Totdl - [ O as3
# * Othor {please specify) | bate
1 - i Velerinary school - ‘ 9.'1 ';120_15 1-(;:52 Adt
2 1 would ke to both find a fob and continue working towards my Masters ’ 7 91551‘2015 7:48 F;M .
3 L Vet sehool /1612015 3:28 PM
4 Unswe ’ | onteiotsTonaM
5 Currently In Graduate Program for Plant Sclence with the Darr School of Agricullure 5 91412016 10:22 AM
] Possibﬁ( be In a graduate pregram hut first | am golng to ry and get tnto the Missaur Depalmant of Conservation 51-14!2015 10:08 AM.
Academy
7 " Ha;re.A Caresr ? 9!17217‘2(;175 8:38 PM _
8 .. (-);:mlinue with currenl;;b while working lowards masters 7 i 9!10&615;;24 Ph;i
8 Undecided | G001 533 PM
10 A naw Job unless a graduale program is offered, 7 91'1?0!21)%5-{:00 f’M

AR
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15
16
7

19

20

Demand for Master in Agricultural Sciences (MAS) Degree: Survey of Current Students at Darr School of

Look for & job or continue to graduate schoot

Agriculture

| have recently accopled a position with a grain company starting in June of 2016,

Go back Lo the family farm

Continve with my present fob and continue In the graduate program

Vat school

Vet School

Vet School

Loék fo.r; n“aw joﬁ and conslder graduate program.
Go Into a ressarch field

School of Veternary Medicine

2111

i

91012015 9:12 PM

91912016 6:56 PM

992015 4:43 PM

01972016 1:69 PM

01812015 5:30 PM
/812015 6:94 PM
0/8f2015 2:33 PM

9812046 2:33 PM

01812016 2:04 PM

© D/8f2016 1:54 PM



Demand for Master in Agricultural Sciences (MAS) Degree: Survey of Current Students at Datr School of

Agriculture

€32 Using a scale of 1 to 10, 1 heing
absolutely certain that you will not go to a
graduate school and 10 being absolutely
certain that you will go to a graduate
school, please indicate how certain you are
about your graduate program,

Auswigrad: 233 Skipped: 0

{no tabel)

0 1 2 3 4 § 6 7 8 9 10
l Absolutely certain ¢ {no " {nho : {no (no {no {no {no {no Absolulely Tola!
i thatiwllinotgotoa ¢ Iabely | label) © label) - label) labol} [abel} fabel) lahel} : certaln thatf !
-i--graduate school ; ; i : . : y : [ wiligotoa
3 ‘ : ) : : . graduate
! : ! : ' ‘ : ¢ schoot E
o | SA4% | 120%  AT2% | 243%  1280%  1180%  1373% | 1030%  15.80% | 1074% |
label) : 15 3 11 8 30 27 32 24 a7 46 | 233

3/

Walghtod
Average -

8.40
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Demand for Master in Agricultural Sciences (MAS) Degree: Survey of Current Students at Darr School of
Agriculture

¢ Learnlng concepts and skills ta help me apply my kaowledge in blatech industries

Responsos

A graduate program veould best halp if it allowsd for career nebworking and carser skills.

If | had a masters degres, il would increase my rale of pay considersably. If | could oblain that degree easily, that would

make I even belter,

(A3 If you are planning to go to a graduate
school, how would a graduate program help
you in your career development?

Ansvored: 185 Skipped: 68

would like {o be veternarian so | hava 1o go to graduate school.

Unsure

MSU does not offer the undergrad program | desire, | viould go to MU ta pursue a Masters In foresiry In order to be a

Foraster for the NPS,

A graduate program would halp me learn specific skills needed for my fulure caresr.

It wilt meke ma more qualified for jobs in my field. As well as provide me with more expsrience,

1want to go to ba an agricullure education leacher so the more farther 1 go in eduealion the mere | will be abla to

teach my students

Placementin a cargar position with agriculture.

It would ingrease my knovdedge of various concepts within my major and | could conduct further research of rasearch
i In general about concepts of animal selence. Also, it would Ingrease my annual Income.

Itwould help me by giving ma skills that | wouldnt have wilh just a Bachelors.

it would help ms plek the sxacl direction of my career, | really love growing alf plants and have not reslly set Info a
: ceraln niche yat.

Date

OM712015 12:04 P

91712015 11:63 AM

" BAT2015 1118 AM

 QITI2015 10:52 AM

0/17/2015 10:49 AM

- SHMTRO1S 00T AM

© 01612016 10:18 PM

91812015 10:13 PM

91612015 2:18 PM

© 8/16/20156 11:58 AM

97162015 11:25 AM

911612015 11:156 AM

| DMB/2015 10:16 AM

Belng a Commodity Hedging Analyst one of the first educatlonal requirements Is having a MBA or MS Ia Economlcs or +

relaled discipline,

MS degrea opsns anathar ler of Job possibiliies

1 want to ba a veterinarlan, a graduate program is essenlial,

Higher on pay-s¢ato. Opporiunity to ieach at a colleglate favel,

A gradualo program allows me tlte opportenily to continue gainlng knowledga and neve exparlences so that [ will have
i asuccessfulcareor,

1want more education and possibly a PhD In the fulure.

| beliave thers s siill a tot for me to leara In my Reld, and having the education AND experience hand in hand Is

incredibly marketable,

{'m plannlng to teach ag classes at Ihe college lavel. You must have your masters to do o0,

A graduate progtam would help me develop a successful career by aliowing me to bacome more educated and gain a

bslter understanding of how the real world works,

Giving me real world experience while being able to get a higher education

Learnlng more about my career flald

{twould give me more education 5o | can be more marketable to more places.

Would help me advanee farther In my current career,

Not sure

;I may go lo betler my career if the graduate program covers the areas of turfgrass.
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Demand for Master in Agricultural Sciences (MAS) Degree: Survey of Current Students at Darr School of

Agriculture
In tha education fEeld having a graduate degree means more money in my paycheck, | ats§ plan to teach at the
university lavel one day thorefore vill need a masters and a Ph.D.
Teday, the need for higher education Is a necassily morse than bafore. Itis the ultimate sundval of the *fitest”,
{think any l'urtherreducat}on 1s atlways helpful espaclalty when it relates 1o lie fisld that a person Is amp!c;yad In,
1ﬁcraasa expertisa In the specific field, and add vafue lo my smployment with a fulure company

1 am currenily |n the Plant Sclence Graduate Program at Missourl State Unlversity through the Dars School of
Agriculture. | boliave the graduate program will make me a more compolifive candldale when applying for posiions
related fo agronomy, nalural rescurces, and consevallon. The graduate program will also make me qualified for more
pos;ﬂons and give me the opporunity fo “move up® in an agency | am working for,

Advanca me lo a highar salary/position and give me a higher advantage upon hire,

I hopa fo work with exienslon and the 4- H program so having & masters degres or aven higher would heip meto gain

awider basa of knowlaedye and connections that would help me succeed in that fi ekf.
I¥'s not onty & fesume bulldes, hut halps Increase the knowledge we have In our fi eld by funhermg our sducation,

{ could be balter squipped and have more knowledge abaul what [ wan! 1o do s¢ thersfore | would have a beﬂer
chance at galling a job compared lo the nexi guy.

i save mopaey and lime vAth my maslers

furthar my education

Better credentials and knowledge, Separaled from the rast In a way.

! Help to Imprave my academics and glve me more experiance.

¢ Educallon |s ahways a good thing, The more 1 know, the mora successful Fm likely to be.

1 am hoplng to anter the field of Velerinary Medicing, so a graduale degree program would greatly benefictat my fulure
career plans.

twould leam more specifically how my previcus sducalion ¢an be used In the career figld or business world. fl would
also look geod on a resume,

By gelting the highest educallon possible and becoming more marketabls

I would gain extra knowdedge In a specifled field and would hopefully geln connsclions to help me obtain a careerfa

lhe fu!ure

Il wnuld allow me to ablaln grealer skills necassary for lhe jobs t am seeking
A higher education would further my caresr and help ma make mors monay, too.

By providing me with better insight in the buslness worid, allowing me to make more sfficleat decisions In the future,
and fngrease my likelihcod of career success,

It would heflp me in my caresr development by furthering my knowladge of my major and broaden my career options.
Hake more money
Graduaie schools have spacific programs avallable for difforent careors. [t would create more opportunitios,

To ge! furher into a fleld I'm Interested in.

it wdlt Increass my salary as a teaches and batter educate me.

{tallows for career advancament, Improves competitiveness in the job market, Creates more oppoduniiles across
cargor flolds.

Incraase salary,

A graduate program would.help me lo oblaln a betler caraar to provide for my family and let us do what we want to do
in the livestock Induslry. .

Higher pay and a rmore advanced starling positlen,
Not sure yel, Just want {o keep my options opan i f find 3 Job that | really enjoy In which graduate school Is rsdulred.

1 only plan ot going to graduate school if the company will pay for it
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Demand for Master in Agriculturat Sciences (MAS) Degree: Survey of Current Students at Darr School of

Agriculture

'm nol stire what | wanl to do with sy life yet, and If I do graduate school, I'm hoping maybae it glves me some

A graduate dagree could double my salary and help ms to get a head soonsr

direction. It wil at Jeast, narrow things dowa,

A graduate program would allow ms to further my education and would give me the skills and degree necassary o
pursue upper level jobs with higher paylng salaries.

i Mastes of business or agrlculture

Tiis will add a tool in my lool chasl, ia case | want 1o seek futher emplayment,

A graduate program will help expand my knowledge !urther bafore entering the workforce full lma
A graduate program will further my sducafion In my career field and allow for more expadences,
Fwill have.a-l-a.r.gar rénge of fobs to choosse from or“(;lscovef new jobs afeng the way.

It would provide more opporiuniiles o gel a-head. make mare maney. an.d Irvé an easar life,

It would help push me further inlo the job Fwould like to obtafn.

This would help me broaden my studles In refurn help with better jobs,

F-uriher ;ﬁy aducatien for higher up positions.

lwﬁu!ﬁ like to teach at a Junlor college.

tdore skills and knovdadge ln my field of study

i would ba a good transition program,

it would help me better my understanding of the carear path | have chosan,

Itveould allow me to plek an area of agriculture that | enjoy and will be able to share my knowledge with future
students.

twant to further develop skills In relation to martaging people, dig Into what makes a business succassful and furiher
devslop a highar lsve! of thinking beyond wiat I've gained at the undergrad feve! {although, | fesl like I've grown upa
ton while Fve heen in the Barr School of Agriculturef).

I weuld imagine a graduate pragran weuld help with future job progression and finanslal stability.

Itwould allow for me to do advanced research {p focus on more spaclalized areas In the fleld.

More competitive, betler pay

tvwould like 1o study plant breeding and genelics so that i can get a higher lavel, beller paylng job with a masters.

A graduate progran would give me more knovdadge and sidlls that will better prepare me for a career In the flald of my
choosing. It vdll alse make my resume look more appesling.

I am waorking with communications, and | fesl like the knovdedge galnad from a graduats dagree would greally help
ma in my career.

It would hetp me davelop more academicelly to make mysell more noticeable In a future Job,

twant to gal my doctorate In Anlmat Sclence. | would be able le get a better job

more oppofunities in ry caraer fleld
itwould help a fol. It would mean a pay raise and would be able to teach dual credit classes,
Ivsould galn the necessary education 1o bs compatillve In niy desired job market,

Achimeing a highar positlon In the COMmpany,

it could hetp b;oadan my horiznns asan indlvlduat more lechn!cal ski}ls, possibly more pay

twcuid be abla io SpﬂGlﬂ[EZG and cenain areas of my current major

1 would fike to work as either a veterinarlan or a college profassor. Bolh of these careers requlre post-graduate

adizeatlon,
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A graduate program would furiher my knovdedge and experlance. 1 also hope thal having an agcilture masters would ©

s more appealing to and agsiculiure employer,
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Demand for Master in Agricultural Sciences (MAS) Degree: Survey of Current Students at Darr School of

Agriculture

I chose to further my education so | can develop a more rounded aducation and gain more skills that ) can use In my

caraer,

ltwould fike to have more of an emphasis on what F want 1o do,

1 need a higher educatlon to gel a Job

Rigit now my majer [s Agriculiure Education, but | am slso Intsrested In plant science, 1 feat a graduale degrae in
plant science with apen a faw mare career opportunitles for me. And It would also halp if | go on o be an agdculiure
tencher,

Galn exparlence
It vould halp me ge! ahoad of evaryone else that | am conpeting with to got into veterinary school,

Having a Masters Dagree would put me a slap ahead of other appiicants for a job as well as mean a pay ralse.

; 1amIn Planl Sclences now, but would have loved an MAS program,

Pay Raise
To have the skili set fo manage my i business, or to bs a part of the administration process

1 would jove a graduats program thal will help me in my caraer bacause | know | nead to get my maslers degree
diceclly after coflege bacause personally, | would most likely not be able to take off a fow yaars from school and go
back fo school,

Bellter pay with a masters! Application of studies and lab experisnce. Fresdom to expariment under the tutelage of
working professors,

: Continulng education and devalopment,

With AgEd being such & wids varlety of things, the more t can learn the belter, Also, teachers with thelr masters tend
ta get pald mere, whiths a plus.

More knowdedgable

tore knovdedgeable In my fleld and make more monsy.

Iwantto be a Ie;v:;rer; s0 going to law schoo! would practioally be the onlﬁ way to achfeve lhat caresr géai.
Further increase my knovdedge and give ma a batter chance al finding a Job,

It veould help me understand genelics,

Help ma achlave what | need without having to travel very far or relocate

Golng on to graduate schoo! aller my undergraduate will help me to spaclafize In the fisld | would like to poruse In the

field of agricullure,

Conlinulng my educalion by becomiag part of a graduate program would givse my more of a cenlersdinarrower field of
study. Which Is what | am Jooking for. A more personal degrea and oxtending my educalion,

| havs to get my dactorate,
itwill give ma crealive confral aver research | want to do.

1 fasl as If il wauld help further advance th my future caresr, Kany Jobs today tequire students to have a masters

degree,

I nead a doclorate to achieve the carear 1 want.

It would help ﬁm to further my study Interests and focus on mors specific study {oples.
lncroase in salary

Balter paying fob and more experience for teaching agriculture

Wall I'm hoplng 1t would further educate me and thus allowing me differant Job opportunities that | wouldry't have IF
dldn't ga Into a graduats program.

It will prepare me for a carser in velerinary medicine,
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Demand for Master in Agricultural Sciences (MAS) Degree: Survey of Current Students at Darr School of

Agriculture

Graduate school will help set ms apart from other agrctitural communications graduales as | have chosen to further
my sducalion abovs primary requlrements. In additlon, | am fearning skills that were not emphasized or taughtin my
undergraduate, which makes me mose marketable.

Advancement withing a cempany, Higher slarting selary, Proslige.
A graduate program veuld help with compefitive job pasitions and salary.

Itwaoutd add more credibliily to miy dagree, as well as help my sslary, Mostly, | think #t would bs most baneficlal for me
to have a masters degree because It would give me the education thal other paople may nol have, pulling me &8s a
more viahle candidate for the job,

It would glve mors focused tealning than an BS program dus to a lover studem-teacher rallo

As I plan to go an to become a vet ! feei tike the advanced studies would help me be more knwdedgaabla about my
patients.

Baiter opporiuniiies, make me more compeliliva in the fob markel.

it would provids flexibility to work In higher sducation to teach and advise In many diverse areas Instead of only one
single one.

Masler's Degrees are a step above a common Bachelor's Degres and unfodunately a 8S degree seems to have
beceme commaon tke a high school diploma, A MAS degree would provide an extra edge lo a polential candidate
applylng for a career,

More knowledge and have a befter chance of golting a job, Also looks and sounds good o have a masters degree

in the agrculture comminlcations and publis poticy figld, not many organizations and companlas pay for graduals
studles aftes you are hired but having that additlonal degroe vall help mae further my career options.

Mora exparlence and higher degrees means more opportunites In my caroer

{twould lel me have my masters in horticulture, Saying that 1 will have my masters and that | knaw more than the
averago person,

Would allow me 1o more epportunities fer higher paying Jobs or promotions.
prepere me furdher to pursus the correct carser path

The graduale program would help ma gel ray fool in the door with more managemen! and suparyising opporunities in
my caraer path,

In this day and age, a higher educallon affords an individual with more employment opportunitles, Employors
appreclate individuals who go the extra mile, and a Master's indicates to them that an individuat has more knewledge
and s driven to accomplish goals, | hopa that highsr educatlon wilt enable mae with the skitis {o find the caresr 1want.

Highar level education would help me prepars mare for fuluse caresr goals,

it would further my sducation In my fleld of study which veould In Wwrn furliver my capabliitios when It comes to caresrs
in my fleld.

It would halp me coniinue to my future career of belng a velerinarian
Providing classes thal are laught at an easy {o learn level,
It would fulhll the nead lo have a master degres program.

A graduate program would put my abova my peers. It will allow me 1o go inlo my desired carser fiald and not start on
tha very boltom.

The Masters in Agricullure Sclence graduato program Is exactly the program that [ am teoking to go into. In order for
me to be able to do my masters at Missourt Slate, 1 would have to have somothing different than what wa have
avallab]e now., i s!mngiy encourage Implementing the Masters In Agriculture Science program.

| vaould be able to nvake more monay in my fulure career

Bet(ar able to ownfoperate my own business on a higher scsle to ba competitive w:th other buslnesses.
It would be unbaelievably helpful.

Help me be able to bstler able to obteln a job In an area interest

It will enhance my field of study whars ill have an epportunily to spectalize on my moduls and be as host as feanin it
In order 1o help in mora rasearch
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Demand for Master in Agricultural Sciences (MAS) Degree: Survey of Current Students at Darr School of

Agriculture

(34 What are the important criteria for
selecting a graduate school? Please rank
(assign 1 to the most important criterla, 2 to
the second most important and so on)
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Demand for Master in Agricultural Sciences (MAS) Degree: Survey of Current Students at Darr School of
Agriculture

(15 According to a study published by
Purdue University, between 2015 and 2020,
the food and agricultural industry expects

to see nearly 60,000 average annual
openings for jobs for graduates with
Bachelor's, Master's or higher degrees in
agricultural sciences. The Master of Science
in Agricultural Sciences program further
advances an education on the Issues in
agriculture with emphasis areas in animal
sciences, agricultural business, education
and communications, as well as natural
resources.lf the Darr School of Agriculture
at Missouri State University offers the
above-described Master's program, are you
likely to join the program immediately after
the graduation?
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